PROGRAM OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NORTHWEST RIVERSIDE COUNTY

The program of the League of Women Voters of Northwest Riverside County (LWVNRC) consists of:
® action to implement League principles '
¢ those government issues chosen by the members for concerted action and study

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

LWNRC supports the following recommendations concerning county commissions, boards, and committees:
except as required by State Law, such bodies should be advisory and report directly to the Board of
Supervisors;

the responsibility of each body should be re-evaluated annually to

carefully outline and describe meetings, reports and membership;

vacancies should be made public and members should be reappointed or

replaced at the expiration of terms,;

members should represent a cross-section of citizens.

COUNTY PLANNING

LWYVNRC supports the following: ‘
the concept that urbanization policies/community standards of the county be consistent with the city
standards when land lies within a sphere of influence; ‘
1. county land-use maps consistent with the city’s general plan for land within a sphere of influence;
2. formal communication procedures between the city and the county for dealing with land use and
zoning within a sphere of influence;
3. the review of the county's policy of urbanization to discourage the development of isolated and
inefficient communities in unincorporated areas of the county not in spheres of inﬂuenc_e.
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CITY GOVERNMENT : _

LWVNRC supports the council-manager form of government as provided in the city charter.
We recommend charter changes that strengthen the existing form of government and maintain or
establish the checks and balances necessary to protect the public interest,
We oppose those changes that could weaken the council-manager system,

CITY P NING
LWVR supports long-range planning for the future development of Riverside through the following:

1. support of a revised Riverside general plan with population projections scaled downward in
consideration of air and water quality, sewage limitations and other physical constraints;

2. adequate staff and funding for both intermediate and long-range planning;

3. review of the general plan on a continuing basis with significant public participation;

4. enlargement and improvement of the park system with regional, community, neighborhood and

arroyo parks;

preservation of Victoria Avenue;

freeway routing with the least disruption to existing city development;

support of grocery and service oriented shopping within neighbothoods in response to needs as

determined by neighborhood residents, with stringent controls on design, signs and landscaping;

support of a balanced transportation system;

support of appropriate joint use of government lands;

0. an immediate review by the City of Riverside of its sphere of influence and at regular 3-5 year
intervals thereafter. Sphere of influence designations should be determined on lands prior to
development/development plans where possible.
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RIVERSIDE DOWNTOWN. , . . .. o :

LWYVNRC supports the concept of the downtown areaasa center for commereral governmelrtal and
cultural activities. These activities, however, should not preclude resrdenttal uses. A downtown plan should
include:

traffic circulation, parking and transportation plans capable of accommodating future growth;.
a provision for open spaces such as parks or mini-—parks; ' '
the inclusion of residential uses of various densities; purposes;
_overall densities sufficient to encourage energy efficiency and the yse of mass transportatron,
. cons;deratlon of‘ the city’s cultural heritage: through presetvation.or restoratron of exrstmg
“historic burldmgs and architectural compatibility of new butldmgs .
6. periodic revision and evatuation of the plan by a cpmm1ttee which mcludes crtlzens
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LAND USE., CITY AND Q_O_UNT! OE RIVEBQ!QE '

In order to protect the quality of life in Riverside, LWVNRC supports controls qn gtowth thr ough

comprehensive land use planning and management and substqntral public partrerpatro;t in the decisions that

determine the rate and nature of growth. LWVNRC believes governmental decisions affecting land use must

be based, fo the extent permitted by law, on the information contained in the Environmental Impact Report .
_and strict adherence to applicable zoning ordinances and a policy of timed sequentlel development Y

Both professional and citizen viewpoints should be presented to the City. Council and Board of: Supervrsors

when they are makmg a deorsron on rnatters of land use. LWVNRC supports an ex.tenswe county general
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REDE ELO MENT R o o e
LWVNR C supports: . . ' ‘
1. greater consideration of the total economxe nnpact of redeveloprnent pro_]eets on the t;lty of
Riverside, including specrﬁc expenditure of 20% of the redevelopment finds for fow income

housing; s .
2. efforts to eduoate the public regarding the Redevelopment Agency and the use of i ment‘
_ifinancing; . \
3. accountability to the publrc and to the Crty Mauager s Ofﬁee on the part of the Redevelopment
Agency; e

4, pro-active planning for redevelopment pro_]ect areas w1thm ‘the crty

LWVNRC. supports comtinuationof, . . . .. oo :
the concept, of the mdependence of LAFCO to allevrate any perceptron of a conﬂrct of mterest
a full accounting of the costs, of LAFCO in an mdependent budget;
the initiation of studies by LAFC ,,,,, , v T T P

_the selectron of LAFCO representatwes by member ageneres e e
terms of LAFCO representatives limited to two 4-year tetms (8 years), ' .

the rotation of seats among the member agencies. e e
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E MUNICIPAL UTILITIE I ECTRIC DIVISION - '
LWVNRC supports the edncept of mcludlpg other 1tems besides cost of servrce m the uttlrty rate structure.
Such items include but are not limited to revenues for the city s general fund, the encouragement of
conservation ,peak load management, and social goals which haye been, identified tlurmg the rate settmg
process, Such lnclusmns should be dtsclosed to the rate payers B

The League supports the utﬂrty in seekmg other sources of revenue as long as those actrvrtres beneﬁt all
consumers, promote the conservation of electricity, and ultimately reduce the cost of electric service.



HUMAN RESOURCES

ISSUES RELATING TO WOMEN

LWNRC recognizes the special needs of women in the areas of child care, domestic violence and legal
rights. Adequate attention must be paid to these issues in order for women to achieve equal rights,

In planning child care, child development should be emphasized with economy always considered. A variety
of child care situations should be available to people of all levels of income to serve different needs and
preferences.

LWVNRC supports the prevention of domestic violence and the protection of women should it occur. All
levels of govemment, as well as private sources, should support such programs, We encourage the use of
shelters and the use of counseling for the batterer, as well as the battered, as possible alternatives to jail.

LWVNRC discerns a need for women to be informed of their legal rights already achieved by law. ,
LWVNRC encourages the enforcement of laws relevant to women, including those concerning child and
spousal support. -

UE LATING T0 CHILD CA
LWYVR supports the following:
1. child care facilities for low income parents should be subsidized by public funding;
a. the funding should be provided by three levels of government: local, state, and federal or
any combination thereof;
b. for low income parents public agencies should cooperate with private enterprise in
providing child care; :
2. employers should be encouraged to provide child care assistance for their employees;
3. legislative restraints should be imposed on insurance rates in California for child care providers;
a.  the problems caused by accelerating insurance rates could be alleviated by adoption of the
following approaches:
: state insurance :
limitations on court award damages
pooling of funds by groups of insurance companies
child care is the means of providing a safe and wholesome environment for a
child during those tines when his family cannot do it themselves. Adequate
child care should be universally available. '
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

LWVNRC supports: :

1. complete public school integration;

2. coordination of employment opportunity information;

3. establishment of low-cost day care centers;

4. improved vocational training opportunities.
LWVNRC supports and encourages local anti-poverty efforts, We also support the principle of equal
opportunity to housing, with community action to alleviate substandard and segregated housing, including
the adoption of a housing code and establishment of a separate housing department.



SCHOOL FINANCING
LWVNRC supports:

.1, sound financing of quality education for all; - S
2. construction and full use of functiohal school housmg,
3. exploration of best ways to obtain and utilize school funds and propeny
Crltena other than solely economlc should be apphed in prov:dmg schools B o

MEN]:AL HEAL ;:g
LWVNRC supports:

- 1.+ full implementation of all services such as mandated by the Lanterman-
-Petris-Short Act with special emphasis on children’ s services; . -+
- 2: community education and school involvement in early detectlon of pxoblems
in children,
3 coordmatton of all mental health and related serv:ees in the county

JUVEEILE JUSTIQE
LWVNRC supports:

1. rehabilitation as the basic philosophy of juvenile justice;. o : L
2. the concept of a master plan wluch sets pnorltles for the expansmn of e)ustmg faclhtles and c
developing expanded services;
, 35 inoreased delinquency prevention programs. - -
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TRANSPORTATION

LWVNRC supports the development of a transportatlon systerh in’ cooperatlon wlth surroundmg cities which
is accessible, convenient; flexible and multi-modal in nature, and which serves the needs of the entire
community. We support active encouragement of citizen parttclpatlon m all phases of transportation
planning.

LWVNRC also supports the use.of transportatlon funds for programs Whlch develop alternatives to the
pnvate automoblle such -as pubhc transportatlon and an extended btcycle path system

LWVNRC supports the preservation of open space and 1ecteat10na1 areas through a comprehenswe growth _
management plan which includes available and appropriate tools and fechniques. AN :

LWVNRC supports a comprehensive plan for the preservation of greenbelts which addresses long-term’
goals. Greenbelts are defined as, but not limited to; open space; atroyos; hilltop areas; gioves of trees;
agricultural lands; linkages; parks; and bike paths.- Preserved areas should be kept in perpetutty and
protected from alteration. :

LWVNRC supportst i : - v RARLIEER
1, .-the concept of reservmg the optlon to make declstons on speclﬁc open space proposals’ as they

arise; preservation of'atroyo and hilltop areas; land adjoining Fairmount Park and groves of trées

and agricultural land for smog abatement and other purposes;

the preservation of recreational areas near educational facilities;

the concept of linkages as an essential part of the open space plan;

4, planned residential developments that provide dwellings at a variety of prices and maximizes the
preservation of open space.

5. the preservation of the Arlington Heights Citrus area in contignous parcels.
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WATER
LWVNRC supports:

1. continued carefil city planning for solving problems of water supply and threatened pollution,
storage and water pressure, emergency preparedness; and

2. increasing Riverside’ s self-reliance on tocal water supplies by all feasible methods with due
consideration of cost and quality.

AND RECREATION :
LWVNRC belicves that the city and county should continue in their efforts to develop comprehensive
programs for the acquisition on a regular basis of park lands.

Unique and specialized parklands such as the Santa Ana River Regional Park should be conserved or
developed as the case may be for uses-consistent with their natural settings or their specific characteristics.

LWVNRC suppotts feasible development of the city recreation program to better serve community needs.

The quality of the Santa Ana River should be brought up to Federal Standards of “fishable” and “swimable”
which involves the cooperation of neighboring communities. .

Note: Last updated in 2007

L]



